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Kaghgar-=Urumehi Road
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The road from Kashgar (¥ 39-29, B 75-58) to Urumchi (i 43-48, E 87-35) is
one of the main highways in Sinkiang Province, and was Improved considerably
in the pericd betwesn 1948 and 1952. In late 1952 it was from 16 to 20 feet
in width, and surfaced with gravel from Kashgar to Ak‘osu (N 4109, E 80-15j.
From Ak'osu to Urumchi the surface was reported to bs a mixture of dirt,
gravel and, in some Rlaces, broken stone. DBridges along this road are con-
structed of timbers.

Vehicles traversing the Kashgar-Urumchi road in late 1952 were mostly 3-ton
GAZ and 2IS trucks manufactured in the USSR, and 3-ton trucks mamufactured
in the United States. All thess trucks were driven by personnel of the
Chinese Communist army. Soviet drivers frequently drove jeeps of Soviet
manufacture between Kashgar and Urumchi.

Government busses carried standing passengers between kashgar and Urumchi .2
In addition, & bus belonging to the Kashgar postal department left nashgar
for Urumchi on Wednesday and Saturday mornings, and carried passengers whsn
space was available. 4ll bus drivers were Chinese Nationals.

Kashgar-Yarkand Road

4, The road from hashgar to Yarkand (N 38-24, B 77-16) and on to Ehotan (N 37-07,
B 79-55) is spproximately 20 feet wide, with a pravel surface . Bridges along
the route are made of wood. In late 1952 only vehicles of the Trade Uepart-
ment wers permitted to use the pgravel road, and all carts and private trans-
port used a dirt road which had been built parallel to the gravel road.

5, In 1952 Trade Department vehicles ran regularly between Kashgar and Yarkand,
carrying both goods and passengerse

CONFIDENTIAL 25X1
STATE | x JARMY | x [NAW | x |AIR | x [rB1 | Jaec [ Toas Byl x|

(Note: Washington DiribAipphoirac Por'Rellded'200%0 P24 'CIA-RDP80-00810A004200090001-5



Approved For Release 2002/07/24 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004200090001-5\

25X1 25X1A

CONFIDENTTAL, |

-2 -

Kashgar-lrkeshtam Road

6, In 1950, as a result of the increased convoys of raw materials being shipped

from Sinkiang Provinsce into the USER, the Foad from Kashgar to Irkeshtam (N 39-42,

E 75-50) was surfaced with gravel.® For the first ten miles out of Kashgar this
road is approximately 20 feet wide, and passes through a cluster of prosperous
villages. For the remaining distance to Irkeshtam, the road is about 15 feet
wide, Bridges along the road are built of timbers.

7. Most of the vehioles traversing the kashgar-Irkeshtam road in 1952 were Dodge
and Ford 3-ton military trucks driven by Chinese military drivers, and Russian
3-ton GAZ and ZIS trucks driven by Russians. Convoys of trucks carrying wool,
hides and other goods from Kashgar to Irkeshtam occasionaly numbered as many
as 125 trucks. Private travel along this road was largely on horseback, There
was no bus service on this road, and the trucks were strictly prohibited from
carrying passengers.

Ko ghpar-Tash Malik Road

8, In late 1952 the first five miles of the road leading from nashgar %o Tash Malik
(N 39-07, E 75=37) had a gravel surface, and the remainder of the road had a
dirt surface. The road was motorable as far as Yemen-i-yar®, after whioh & rough
track aboz%'b ten feet wide continued to Tash Malik and on to P'uli (N 37-47,
E 75-14).’ Bridges along the road were made of %imber.

25X1A [ Foments

25X1

lo |:| s sourcs who was familiar with Sinklang routes in 1946 desoribed
the road from Kashgar to Ak'osu via Pach'u (N 39-46, E 78-16) as a _muls
road, while the northern road via Chong Kara Jol (N 40-09, E 76-59), though
25X1A hilly, was better, permitting vehioles to make a speed of 16 to 20 miles
per hour. | | indicated that in
1960-1951 the bus from Kashgar to Ak'osu went via Pach'u, The surface from

Ak'osu to Urumchl was desoribed[ |as follows: Ak'osu to Korla 25X1A

(N 41-44, & 86—09},, sand; Korla to Karashahr (N 42.04, B 86-34}, hard
sand; Karashahr %o Toksun (N 42-47, E 88-38), passable for trucks except
in May and Juns, when mud made it difficult; Toksun %o Yrumehi, hard

sand. 25X1A

2. Acoording to[ | there was a daily bus from iashgar to Urumohi.
25X'IA5

eported that in 1945 thers was & gravel road from Kashgar to
Khotan via Yarkand.
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4, [ Ireported one daily bus from Kashgar to Khotan via Yarkand.

5. | | the Kashgar-Irkeshtam road was made motorable in
1934 but was damaged by the Chinese Nationalists in 1944. I+t had been
rebuilt and was used by motor trucks, at the rate of about 600 per day,
for gommercial purposes.

6. The reference is probably to the Yaman-yar River, whioh is crossed by the
Kashgar-Tash Malik road shown on the June 1945 National Geographic
Society map of China just outside Tash Malik. A track from Kashgar to
Tash Malik, which appears on a 121,000,000 scale map printed in 1942 and
edited in 1943, crosses the Yaman-yar River at approximately N 39-18,

E 75-48. [ Ja fairly relisble source roported that a road from
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Kashgar to Gez (identified as possibly Gez Karaul, N 38-48, E 75-20}, suitable
for jeep traffio, had been completed in December 1951, indicating that the
rough track described by source gould be used by jeeps for a considerable
distance beyond Tash Malik.

suggested that the Tashgar-Tash Malik-P'uli road could be made
gUitanle Tor jeeps with a few repairs and the construction of bridges, and

indicated that in December 1951 the jeep road to Gez was being
extended to P'uli,
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